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ZIP - UNZIP

I've always thought zippers were kind of magical. The mystery of this
mechanism of interlocking teeth fastening and unfastening everything from
clothing to luggage seems ingenious to me.

Interestingly, it was the sound zippers opening and closing™ tent doors
while camping that sparked the curiosity for exploration. That, and the fact that
it was concurrent with my decade long series of paintings depicting the
connection among women, sewing and fashion.

To function, the zipper must be operated by a human hand. How many
thousands of times have we zipped and unzipped. In that moment we are
dressed or secured in someway, or released from whatever binds or holds us
in. There was a time when zippers were 'invisible' hiding in a garment not to be
seen. Today's zippers are quite the opposite. They are a fashion statement unto
themselves.

| look beyond the literal, and see zippers as metaphors:
Release/Repress Reveal/Hide Secure/Free Divide/Unify

The images are actual zippers, which have been embossed through a
process of careful wetting and shaping on crafted papers. This common object
transforms into an object d'art emphasizing shape, structure and design.
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