Marsha Donahue

As an education for an artist, it is hard to imagine a better one than growing up around the woods, waterways and small towns of central Maine.  Originally from Pittsfield, born in Waterville, I also lived in West Paris and graduated from high school in Auburn.  Five years of salon-style studio work at the Portland School of Art (now the Maine College of Art) after high school prepared me for the three years of degree and graduate study in painting and printmaking at American University in Washington, D.C., earning a BFA and winning the Alma Thomas Award in Undergraduate Painting.  Later I was also awarded an Honorary Bachelors Degree from Maine College of Art for the study completed there in my earlier years before they offered a degree.
I began exhibiting oil paintings of the industrial landscape and steel mills in small group shows in Washington, DC and, in 1985, returned to Maine as an artist with Hobe Sound Galleries North in Portland, Maine, where the first solo show was called “Planetary Landsites”, an exhibit of large oils of dumps.  In 1993, a studio fire was the catalyst to change from oils to watercolors, a change that has stuck.  In 1996, Peggy Greenhut Golden invited me to join Greenhut Galleries, where I have had four solo shows: “In My View” in 1998; “My Days Off” in 2000; “On Island Time” in 2002; and “Life on Earth” in 2004.  I continue to show my work at Greenhut Galleries in special showsbut my work is primarily visible on my own website www.artnorthlight.com.   
In April of 2003, Chris Willard of American Artist magazine published several reproductions of my work and quotes of our conversation and in the Winter 2006 issue of Maine Boats and Harbors, Carl Little wrote about my work and published several reproductions of my work, as well.  For over two decades, I have been fortunate to have the faithful patronage of Karen Sulzberger and Eric Lax of Beverly Hills, CA.  Works have also been selected for the collections of David M. Schwarz, Washington, DC; Deloit, Haskins and Sells of Washington, DC; Browning-Ferris Industries (BFI), Dallas, TX; artist William Dunlap, McLean, VA; Crown Industries, Pittsburgh, PA; Maryland National Bank; Peoples Bank; Banknorth Group, Inc.; TDBanknorth;  Pierce Atwood, Attys;, Carol Epstein, Epstein Commercial Realty of Bangor, Maine and several other law firms and Bangor Savings, all located in Portland, ME.
In July of 2005, I opened North Light Gallery in downtown Millinocket, Maine and built a studio into the gallery.  North Light is thriving and growing, now going into its thirteenth anniversary season, and continues to further the mission of being a center for the representation of fine art of the interior of Maine, with a focus on Katahdin in particular.  A dozen artists are currently represented here, including my own work
I have been actively involved in the development of the Katahdin region, including the Campaign for Katahdin Lake in 2006, where eighteen artists from North Light Gallery participated in a fundraiser to raise money for the purchase and deeding to Baxter State Park of over 4,000 historic acres.  This effort spawned a show at Bates College, “Taking Different Trails: The Artists Journey to Katahdin Lake”, a book by David Little published by DownEast called The Art of Katahdin, and a subsequent show at the University of New England called “A Mountain Rises: The Art of Katahdin which was on view through the summer of 2013.

I am past Secretary and board member of the Katahdin Area Chamber of Commerce, co-founder of the Trails End Festival and the Millinocket Downtown Revitalization Committee, of which I am currently chairman, and served for six years on the board and executive board of the Maine Tourism Association.  I am also co-founder and past chairman of the Millinocket Downtown Revitalization Committee.
I live with my husband, Robert Curlew, and our dachshund, Dudley in Millinocket.

